St Mary Star of the Sea College
P&F Meeting (AGM)
1 March 2017 (7.00pm) – Polding Learning Centre
Attendance:

Frank Pitt, Susan Adams, Scott Sutton, Jennifer
Bean, Andrew Watts, Anna Tomasiello,
Elizabeth Cavdarovski, Mary Hawkins, Angela
Hunter, Alexie Bull, Rob Anderson

Apologies:

Catherine Sutton; Catherine Martin

Welcome & opening prayer

Dr Pitt

1.

Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
Accepted:
Scott Sutton
Seconded:
Frank Pitt.
2.

Correspondence

Nil Correspondence
3.

Treasurer’s Report

Report attached.
Accepted:
Scott Sutton
Seconded:
Alexie Bull
4.

Pastoral Care Report

No report provided. Susan Adams described the Pastoral Care program and
thanked Catherine Sutton for coordinating the meals program in 2016.
5.

President’s Report

Report attached.
Accepted:
Scott Sutton
Seconded :
Jennifer Bean
6.

Principal’s Report

Report attached.
Accepted :
Elizabeth Cavdarovski,
Seconded:
Angela Hunter
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7.

Election of Office Bearers

Vacation of the 2016 office bearers and election of office bearers for 2016.
A general thanks was given to the office bearers of 2016.
Position
President
Treasurer
Secretary
Vice President A
(Pastoral Care)
Vice President B (P&F
Events)

Nominations
Scott Sutton
Alexie Bell
Jennifer Bean
Elizabeth Cavdarovski

Acceptance
Accepted
Accepted
Accepted
Accepted

Mary Hawkins

Accepted

Rob Anderson generously offered to mentor the incoming treasurer, which was
gratefully accepted.
8.

General Business.

(1)
Year 7 BBQ
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Year 7 BBQ was postponed and a new date
is required to be set. The meeting agreed on Sunday 26th March. Tasks that need
to be done include invitations to Year 7 parents and letters to Year 8 parents to
request for help .
(2)
Contingency funding.
Rob Anderson discussed the benefits of having contingency funds approved for
the upcoming events to facilitate organization.
Motion: that the P&F Committee approve contingency funds for the Executive
Committee members to spend up to the following amounts:
Year 7 BBQ – up to $5,000
Year 10 End of Year function – up to $4,000
Year 12 Graduation lunch – up to
Motioned:
Seconded:

Rob Anderson
Alexie Bell

(3)
P&F items for funding
Alexie Bell raised two items for discussion for funding from the P&F.
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(A) Can the P&F provide funding to the student group that provides support
to SKARF kids?. Dr Pitt acknowledged the value of the request and
outlined the process to be followed: The girls should write a proposal
and submit the proposal to Kerrie Gillam at St Mary’s. The school will
then approach the P&F Executive.
(B) Air conditioning in classrooms.
Dr Pitt advised that this matter is being considered in a broader planning
context. The School Board has embarked on a Masterplan process which
will consider heating and cooling solutions, power alternatives, and
future space use.
The timeframe for this process is to go to selective tender as soon as
possible and engage a consultant by Easter, with the completion of a draft
Masterplan by August/September.
Key aspects to this process will include a stewardship approach (looking
to alternative energy sources and innovative uses of space) and an
inclusive and consultative process (students , parents and the wider
school community will be consulted).
(4)
Device Management
A request was made for the P&F to organize a guest speaker/hold a forum for
parents on device management.
The guest speaker last year (Paul Dillon – drug and alcohol) was well received.
Dr Pitt advised that Emma McGill is working with Edmund Rice on the issue of
device management.
Action:

Dr Pitt will discuss with Ms McGill the possibility of organizing a
presentation to the girls during the day and a forum for parents
in the evening on the management of devices.

Next meeting: TBA
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Presidents report:
Good evening everyone and thank you for coming to our AGM.
This is my last meeting as President and I would like to say thank you to the current
executive for their continued support and work over the past 12 months. In particular I
would like to say thank you to Catherine Sutton who has left the school and the
committee. Catherine coordinated our meals program in support of Sr Rita for many
years and we thank her for her dedication.
In reflecting on our last year we have continued to support projects both large and
small, funded students in their representative sporting and dancing activities, provided
resources to specific KLA areas and run our key events. A pretty standard year by all
accounts, but it is not rocket science. Our role as a committee is always to financially
support the college and to bring parents together at our key events as well as through
our meetings.
I would like to thank Frank and his executive for their support and for attending these
meetings and giving parents the opportunity to chat one on one about their daughters
and the sharing vital information about the college.
Finally, after an 8 year association with the college I just wanted to touch on from my
experience what I think St Marys does well that makes it such a good choice for my
daughters.
1. I have previously touched on the pastoral care provided at the College. From Dr
Pitt, his executive, House Coordinators, Tutor Group Teachers and Class
Teachers the pastoral care is well managed and I felt that it was always the
priority. We were very fortunate to have access to the Kullila Centre and it’s
wonderful staff.
2. The second is innovation and change. In the 8 years my girls were at St Marys we
saw many changes in curriculum, technology, uniform and the schools physical
environment. Whilst I think all of the changes or innovations in and of
themselves improved my daughters’ learning it is the way these changes were
implemented and managed that has set them up for future. It showed them that
change and constantly improving are an everyday and necessary part of life.
3. Finally, the college filled their lives with spiritual richness and understanding of
what it means to be a good and decent member of the community. They engaged
the girls in meaningful and relevant dialogue about living and practicing their
faith in the world. Regardless of the way they choose to practice or not practice
their Catholic faith the key values of the College and the Good Samaritan story
are evident in the way they choose to live their life every day and I am grateful
for that.
I wish the new committee all success for 2017 and thank the College for the opportunity
to be part of this great community.
Susan Adams
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